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obtained-for him a length of days 
and an exemption from infirmities. 
Till the age of seventy- nine, he pre- 
served his bodily activity and powers 
of mind. He was probably indebted 
to the reserve of his manners, and 
the modest lone of his most import- 
ant writings, for another advantage 
not less signal, and one which men 
of genius so seldom enjoy,— his tran- 
quillity was npt disturbed by the 
jealousy of criticism. Like his great 
countryman, Newton, with whom 
he niay, in many respects, be com- 



pared, he died full of years and glo- 
ry ; esteemed by hiscompetitors, re- 
spected by the generation which he 
had enlightened, and celebrated a- 
mong all the learned men of Europe. 
In short, he afforded to the world an 
accomplished model of what ail learn- 
ed men ought to be, and a striking 
example of the happiness which 
ought to be general among them. 
He died at Clapham Common, neat 
London, on the 10th of February, 
1811. 



DETACHED ANECDOTES. 



PERVERSE RESISTANCE. 

CO obstinate in error were our coun- 
'-' trymen in former times, and so 
wedded to their ancient practices, 
that in the articles of peace made 
between the Marquis of Ormond on 
behalf of Charles I., and the Irish, 
in 1648, the 22d Article is as fol- 
lows : 

" hem, It is concluded, accorded, 
and agreed upon, and his Majesty 
is graciously pleased, that two Acts 
lately passed in this kingdom, one 
prohibiting the ploughing with hor- 
»ks by the tail, and the other pro- 
hibiting the burning of oats in the 
•traw, be repealed." 

CHURNING. 

" In some parts of Old Castile," 
lays Towusend, in his travels, " it 
is curious to see the women chunk- 
ing as they walk along, or stand 
chatting with a neighbour, each 
with a leather bag, in which they 
»hake the cream, till the butter is 
completely formed." 

Ati EXAMPLE TO MODERN METHO- 
DISTS. 

The Rev. John Wesley, himself, 
has asserted in his writings, not on- 
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Iy that an anti trinitarian may mani- 
fest a desire of escaping future 
misery, but that he may be a truly 
good man. In one of the numbers 
of the Armenian Magazine, pub- 
lished a few years before his death, 
he inserted an extract of the memoir 
of the life of that eminent Unitarian, 
Thomas Firmin. In introducing 
this extract, he observed, that " he 
had formerly been inclined to think, 
that a person who was unsound with 
respect to the doctrine of the Trinity, 
could not be a converted or good 
man. But that now he thought dif- 
ferently, since the subject of the 
memoir was undoubtedly a pious 
man, though erroneous in the doc- 
trine of the Trinity, and that there 
was no arguing against facts." 

[ The Monthly Repository of Theology 
and General Literature.] 

SINGULAR PARTNERS IN SPANISH IN- 
SURANCE COMPANIES. 

The confidence of Catalans on the 
intercession of the Saint!., has at all 
periods been a source of consolation 
to them, but, upon some occasions, 
has betrayed them into mischief. 
Every company of artisans, and 
every ship which sails, is under the 
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immediate protection of some pa- 
tron. Folio volumes testify the 
numberless miracles performed by 
our Lady of Montsetrat, and 
every subordinate shrine is load- 
ed with votive tablets. Were this 
persuasion of the kindness and power 
of departed Saints, productive only 
of graiitude and hope, it were cruel- 
ty to rob them of their treasure ; but, 
unhappily, it has been the parent of 
presumption, and among the mer 
chants, has brought many wealthy 
families to want. The companies of 
insurance in the iast war, having 
each of them its favourite Saint, such 
as San Ramon de Penaforte, la 
Virgen de la Merted, and others, 
associated in form by the articles of 
partnership, and named in every po- 



licy of insurance, and having, with 
the most scrupulous jexactness, allot- 
ted to them their correspondent di- 
vidend, the sari'e as to any other 
partner, they concluded, that with 
such powerful associates, it was not 
possible for them to suffer loss. Un- 
der this persuasion, they ventured, 
a"bout the year 1779, to insure the 
French West Indiamen, at fifty per 
cent., when the English and Dutch 
had refused to do it at any premium, 
and indeed when most of the ships 
were already in the English ports. 
By this fatal stroke, all the Insuring 
Companies, except two, were ruin- 
ed; yet, notwithstanding their mis- 
fortune, this superstition remains in 
force. 
[ToiLttsend's Journey through Spain.] 



ORIGINAL POETRY. 



INDEPENDENCE. 

_I HEE, Independence, sov'reign boon 

of Heav'n, 
To mortals giv'n to glad the dreary wilds, 
And joyless wastes, where misi'y seems to 

reign ; 
Thee would I siug ! in rude incondite lays. 
Vet, whilst my muse th' arduous quarry 

scans, 
My heart throbs wildly at the bpld design, 
And back recoils irom the adventu'rous 

task, 
Seeking some humbler theme. Thee 1 I 

invoke. 

When first excursive from their native 

tribes, 
Men sought, the distant tangled iorest's 

maze, 
To find some sylvan, some secure retreat, 
Where human sounds the echoes never 

woke ; 
Where nature fructifies the lonely sceue, 
And smiling plenty crowns the luscious 

board s 

Twas thine own ardour fir'd jhe hold «m- 
prize, 



And taught the savage tongue, in ascents 

bland, 
In choral hymns of gratitude to Thee, 
T'obtest thy length'ned, thy auspiciou* 

care, 
To gu*i»utee their offspring, to expand 
The geu'rous niind, that thy ethereal flame 
Might glow in ev'ry heart, howe'er re- 
mote, 
An4 be the grand intendant of their race. 

'Twas thine to teach the scientific mind ; 
To humanize the manners ; to call forth 
The latent springs of action ; to unfold 
The omnifarious arts of genial peace, 
To yoke the team, upturn the gen'rou 

glebe, 
Where sprightly Hope, with softest April- 
smiles, 
Leads, th' Autumnal goddess by the hand, 
Foliow'd by Hebe, and the rural train 
Of smiling graces, and luxuriant love*, 

When first fair Commerce spread .the 
swelling sail, 
And itittiett mariners advent'rous plough 'd 



